CLASSROOM STRATEGIES

MATHEMATICS

	
	Noted
	Action

	Confusion with place value
	
	

	Choosing the correct process
	
	

	Remembering mathematical symbols
	
	

	Reversals – of individual numbers and strings of numbers
	
	

	Learning tables, number bonds, anything in a sequence
	
	

	– problems with mental maths
	
	

	 Reading the question
	
	

	Telling the time
	
	


Confusion with place value + choosing the right process

· Use graph paper to support accurate setting out of sums in all subjects

· Keep it kinaesthetic – hands on place value activities will support development of the concept

· Keep it real and go for “ball park figures” – rounding up and rounding down to get a “guesstimate” that fits.  Then go back and look at place values and process

· Ensure new information links with previous knowledge 

Remembering mathematical symbols

· Use the language of maths at every opportunity to link words and symbols

· Precision teaching is effective – short quizzes to over-learn the relationship between symbol land process

· Ensure new information links with previous knowledge – essential to work from inside out

· Be prepared to go back to re-learn/re-emphasis early concepts and skills

· Framework the maths to ensure that the acquisition of important concepts in, say, History or Science do not founder on the mechanics of the sums

Reversals

· Be prepared for reversals – likely to be a constant issue for dyslexic learners

· Mark for process – insist working is shown to enable the teacher to back track.  Learner resistance to showing the working can be countered by unpacking the marking process and demonstrating 

1. how many marks are available for a well-worked answer which is wrong

2. how reversed number strings can be right if the working gives a clue
Learning tables 

· Likely to be a nightmare for many dyslexic learners – the learning process targets many typical areas of weakness, so be gentle!

· Invest time in number bonds and the relationship between numbers – precision teaching gives an effective return for the time invested

· Look for “free gifts” – 3x6 gives the learner 6x3

Mental maths
· Likely to be a nightmare for many dyslexic learners – learning tables targets many typical areas of weakness, so be aware, take the pressure off and be gentle!

· Also likely to be very stressful unless tricks of the trade, like the right to pass, are in place

· Consider working a small group separately with another adult or a peer to lead the activity

· Wherever possible, use pair/share activities 

· Give take up time

· Give hands on materials to support thinking

Reading the question

· Teach, reinforce and overlearn the language – and be prepared to do it again and again.  “Taught is learnt” is not a mantra for a dyslexia friendly school

· Reinforce key words and phrases with flash cards, precision teaching etc

· Explain to partner  - pair/share activities work well

· Transform the question into a mind map or story board – answering the “who, what, why, where, when, how” questions will support comprehension

· Go for guestimates – require learners to articulate and justify their ball park figure and reduce stress by asking for an answer with a wide “plus or minus” range

Telling the time

· Go digital – for simplicity and expediency

· Practice the language – peer tutoring and precision teaching

· Give take up time

· Likely to be a “readiness” issues so be prepared to marginalise the importance until the learner is clearly ready
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